
Place St Maur & Esplanade Project, Bognor Regis 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. What consultation has taken place so far? 

• Key stakeholders including neighbours of the site, local businesses, Councillors and 
Officers have been asked about the history of the area, suggestions for ideas to 
include in the designs and maintenance considerations. 

 
2. Will there be any further public consultation? 

• The outcome of this public consultation will provide a clear direction for the project team.  
The preferred design will be signed off in order to progress the scheme in line with the 
project programme and therefore no further public consultation is required. 

 
3. How much is this scheme costing? And how is this being funded. 

• The capital cost of delivering the scheme is £1.5m with a further £300,000 to cover fees 
and other project costs.   

• £1.2million of government funding has been provisionally awarded through the Coast to 
Capital ‘Get Building Fund’.  Arun District Council will fund the remaining costs as part 
of its partnership contribution. 

 
4. In light of the Covid-19 pandemic could this money be better spent on other Council 

Services, i.e. homelessness 
• The provision of government funding requires it to be spent on this project and creates 

the opportunity to deliver a scheme that will enhance an important site in Bognor Regis.  
The impact of the completed project will benefit the town economically.  

 
5. When do you expect the project to start on the ground and be completed? 

• The construction phase of the project is expected to commence in Autumn 2021 and be 
completed in Spring 2022. 

 
6. Will this scheme impact on the residents living at Mountbatten Court? 

• When the project is completed the scheme will significantly improve the visual appeal 
of the site and therefore the setting of Mountbatten Court.  During the construction 
period, the contractors will work to minimise any disruption to local businesses and 
residents. 

 
7. Will the seafront mounds be retained along with the pine tree? 

• The mounds immediately south of Mountbatten Court will be unaffected.  It is intended 
that the mounds adjacent to Place St Maur will be reconfigured and enhanced.  The pine 
tree will be incorporated within the proposals. 
 

8. Will this scheme impact on the Alexandra Theatre and the other businesses on the 
site? 
• The scheme is aiming to provide an enhanced setting to the adjacent properties which 

will encourage visitors to stay longer and therefore local businesses. The flexible events 
space could be used by the theatre for ‘pop up’ performances. 



9. Will this scheme impact on any future regeneration plans for the Regis Centre site? 
• The project is not expected to impact on future development adjacent to Place St Maur.  

The eastern boundary will have a flexible design which can be adapted to future 
regeneration plans. 

 
10. Will all facilities be designed to be fully accessible to adults and children of all 

abilities? 
• The designs will be fully inclusive. 

 
11. Will this scheme provide exciting play for children of all ages? 

• The concept design proposals show a variety of opportunities for water play and the 
potential for other forms of informal play.  The outcome of the consultation will 
determine which of these are included in the final scheme. 

 
12. Will this scheme still provide an events space? 

• A flexible events space is an important component of the scheme.  The aim is to 
encourage the enhanced space to be used for a variety of events.  The inclusion of 
water play within the proposals will need to be carefully designed so that it does not 
restrict the use of the area for other activities.  

 
13. Will this scheme provide seating around refreshment areas? 

• The scheme will include new seating so that visitors are able to enjoy the enhanced 
space.  Any catering businesses who position seating outside their premises will still 
be able to do this.  

 
14. Will the ice rink still be able to be sited here? 

• The ice rink is a popular event for visitors and the designs will need to accommodate 
this.  Some of the new design features, such as the water play, will be seasonal and 
can therefore be turned off to ensure larger scale events can take place. 

 
15. Will the ice rink be permanent? 

• The ice rink will continue to be a seasonal event to ensure the enhanced space can be 
used for other activities throughout the year. 

 
16. Will the scheme provide planting and encourage wildlife? 

• It is hoped to include planting within the scheme.  Species will need to be carefully 
chosen to ensure they are able to withstand the harsh coastal conditions.  

 
17. Will the Esplanade improvements be implemented? 

• While there is an aspiration to make improvements to the Esplanade there is 
insufficient funding to deliver at this time.  Having a concept design will make it easier 
to implement in future should funding become available.  

 


